Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
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BENEDICTION

N
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“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH”
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let There Be Peace on Earth
The peace that was meant to be

With God as our Father
Brothers all are we
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.

With ev'ry step I take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment and live
Each moment in peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
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INVOCATION
P: Rejoice, for God is with us — Emmanuel
ALL: In the darkness of our world
shines God's holy light
P: Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to
live.
ALL: God is truly with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God!
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O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
Oh, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the king of angels:
Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him,

Oh, come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

PRAYER

ALL: Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving we gather as your
people. We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ's
birth. In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts that we may
know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine, O Light, in the
darkness of our world. Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts,
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those God
favors." This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.

THE PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David
and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and jus-
tice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this.

And by the light of that same star
Three Wise Men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel.

SERMON MESSAGE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All: Heavenly Father, you have loved us with an everlasting love, but
we have gone our own way, and rejected your will for our lives. We are
sorry for our sins and turn away from them. Give us the courage to lay
ourselves open to the wonder and healing of your coming. Be born
again in our hearts and lives. Hear now our silent and personal confes-
sions as we prepare ourselves for your nativity. For the sake of your
Son who died for us, forgive us, cleanse us, and change us. By your Ho-
ly Spirit enable us to live for you, and to please you in every way;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: The true light that enlightens all has come into the world. That light shines
on in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to put it out.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Let us Pray...

All: God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true
light. May that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and
deeds. May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love represented by
the birth in Bethlehem this night fill our lives and become part of all
that we say and do. May we share the divine life of your son Jesus
Christ, even as he humbled himself to share our humanity. Amen.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

“SILENT NIGHT”
Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!



“GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN”
Chorus: Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;

Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, through out the heavens
There shone a holy light.
Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our savior’s birth.
Chorus

THE WISE MEN BRING THEIR GIFTS TO JESUS

Matthew 2:1-2, 9b-11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where
is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in
the East and have come to worship Him. ”And behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where
the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceed-
ingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the
young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

“THE FIRST NOEL”
The first Noel the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far:
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel.

“IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR”
For lo! The days are hast’ning on,
By prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

THE COMING OF JESUS IS ANNOUNCED TO MARY
Luke 1:26-38

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And
having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the
Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” But when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of
greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not
know a man?” And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spir-
it will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow
you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the
Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a
son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was
called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” Then Mary
said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

“O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!



THE COMING OF JESUS IS ANNOUNCED TO JOSEPH
Matthew 1:18-25 [TPT]

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child
of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away se-
cretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with
us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

“EMMANUEL”
By Lee Rambo & Penny Madson

JESUS IS BORN
Luke 2:1-7

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Au-
gustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, every-
one to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they
were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths,

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

“WHAT CHLD IS THIS?”
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet
with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, This is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard
and angels sing;

Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe the son of Mary!

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,

The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,

The babe the son of Mary!

ANGELS ANNOUNCE JESUS’S BIRTH TO THE SHEPHERDS
Luke 2:8-14

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to
all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a
Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!”

“ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

SHEPHERDS FIND THE BABY JESUS
Luke 2:15-18

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And
they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a
manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the say-
ing which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it
marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.



